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Purpose:  To alert Approved Attorneys of revisions to the Pennsylvania Owner’s Affidavit form. This 
communication supersedes all prior title alerts and communications issued by Penn Attorneys regarding 
the Owner’s Affidavit. 
 
Background:  Penn Attorneys has revised its Owner’s Affidavit form to better represent information 
needed to underwrite its title insurance policies. In addition to multiple cosmetic and stylistic changes, 
there are three substantive changes that warrant explanation. First, with respect to mechanics’ lien 
risk, the form still requires confirmation that the owner has no knowledge of any repairs, additions, 
improvements, demolitions, excavations, or other work done on the premises within the six-month 
filing window. The statement regarding work ordered, improvements not paid for in full, and 
outstanding claims has been removed. Second, regarding possession of the premises, there is now a 
blank space to identify exceptions to the statement that there are no parties in possession other than 
the owner(s) and there are no leases or agreements affecting the premises. Third, the statement 
affirming that tenants by the entirety have not been divorced from each other at any time since their 
acquisition of title has been revised; it no longer includes a reference to “husband and wife” in light of 
the legalization of same-sex marriages. 
 
Standard:  The new Owner’s Affidavit, attached for your reference, can be used for all transactions 
effective immediately, in addition to the standard Buyers/ Sellers and Mortgagors/Owners Closing 
Certifications. You can obtain an executed Owner’s Affidavit in transactions from either the seller in a 
purchase or the borrower in a refinance. If you are asked to alter the Owner’s Affidavit or accept a 
different form, you must contact Penn Attorneys for approval. 
 
 
Note: Under the Approved Attorney system, the scope of our relationship is limited to the functions of underwriting and the 
issuance of title insurance policies on your behalf and does not include closing or escrow services.  We sometimes provide 
information and recommendations with regard to your closing or escrow business as a courtesy to you.   Moreover, some 
communications, depending on whether noncompliance could impact on liability under our policies or closing protection 
letters, should be considered directives. This Advisory is being provided to you with those considerations in mind. 

WARNING: This Underwriting Communication is intended solely for the employees of Penn Attorneys/Ohio Bar 
Title Insurance Company and its Approved Attorneys, and is not to be distributed to third parties, and any 
reliance by any other person or entity is unauthorized. This Underwriting Communication is intended solely for 
the purpose of underwriting policies of Ohio Bar Title Insurance Company.  
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