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                       TITLE ALERT 

 
Purpose:  To advise Approved Attorneys of recent statutory modifications to Title 20 Chapter 56 (20 
Pa.C.S.A. §§ 5601-12) governing powers of attorney. 
 
Background:  Act 95 of 2014 amended the Pennsylvania Estates and Fiduciaries Code regarding 
requirements for powers of attorney (“POA”) executed in Pennsylvania on or after January 1, 2015. Refer to 
Title Alert 2014-11 titled “Powers of Attorney Statutory Amendments” for a detailed review of the 2014 
amendments. More recently, Act 103 of 2016, effective on October 4, 2016 (“Act 103”) has clarified the 
execution requirements for POAs by prohibiting an attorney who acknowledges a POA to be one of the two 
required witnesses to the POA. Act 103 also modified some requirements relative to commercial powers of 
attorney, including an expanded definition. 
 
Standard:  When relying on a POA in any insured transaction, continue to follow the underwriting 
requirements set forth in Title Alert 2010-12 and in Title Alert 2014-11. Additionally, review all POAs 
executed in Pennsylvania on or after January 1, 2015 to ensure that: 
 

1. They include the correct statutory Notice and Acknowledgment forms which is signed by the 
Principal and Agent(s), respectively; 

2. The Principal’s signature is notarized; 
3. They include the signature of two witnesses who are individuals 18 years of age or older, not 

including the Agent or notary; and 
4. If an attorney has acknowledged the POA, that attorney is not also one of the two witnesses. 

 
If your transaction involves a commercial power of attorney, or if you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact us. 
 
 
Republication of First American’s Corporate Underwriting Department Communication PA-2017-002-
Standard. First American Title Insurance Company makes no express or implied warranty respecting the 
information presented and assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions. 
 
NOTE: This Title Alert is intended solely for the employees of Penn Attorneys/Ohio Bar Title Insurance Company and its 
Approved Attorneys, is not to be distributed to third parties, and any reliance by any other person or entity is unauthorized. 
This Title Alert is intended solely for the purpose of underwriting policies of Ohio Bar Title Insurance Company. 

NOTE TO APPROVED ATTORNEYS: Under the Approved Attorney system, the scope of our relationship is limited to the 
functions of underwriting and the issuance of title insurance policies on your behalf and does not include closing or escrow 
services.  We sometimes provide information and recommendations with regard to your closing or escrow business as a 
courtesy to you.   Moreover, some communications, depending on whether noncompliance could impact on liability under our 
policies or closing protection letters, should be considered directives. This Title Alert is being provided to you with those 
considerations in mind. 

* * * *  This Title Alert should become a permanent part of your records to assure compliance with its requirements.  * * * * 

1250 Tower Lane, Suite 202, Erie, PA 16505 
(800) 352-2216  FAX (800) 234-2352 

Title Alert 2017-01                                                               February 7, 2017
Powers of Attorney - Additional Statutory                                    PA – STANDARD 
Amendments Pursuant to Act 103 


